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On Friday, I was fortunate
to see the six vakas come
into the bay around 4 p.m.
and land on Del Monte
Beach. They had just come
from San Francisco. The Pa-
cific Voyagers are a group of
Pacific Islanders who have
come together from many
nations to sail across the Pa-
cific Ocean. Their motto is
“Move your paddle silently
through the water”. Their
goal is to share their mes-
sage of stewardship with
the world.

Seven vakas were re-built
by Okeanos – Foundation
for the Sea with the help of
the Polynesian people. They
fused traditional and mod-
ern methods and materials.
A focus was to use more

sustainable materials to
lessen the impact on our en-
vironment. For example,
they installed eight solar
panels on the back of each
vaka to power their engines.
For cooking they use natu-
ral gas and they use no run-
ning water. The vakas were
built in New Zealand.

The crews of the vakas in-
clude Aotearoa, Cook Is-
lands, Fiji, Samoa, and
Tahiti. They also have crews
from Kiribati, Papua New
Guinea, Solomon Islands,
Tonga, and Vanuatu.

As the six vakas came into
the beach, they blew a shell
and each crew wore colorful
clothing and the vakas had
different flags. The vakas

has colorful designs on their
sides. My favorite was a de-
sign with a fin and dolphins
in red triangles.

They were greeted by offi-
cials from the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary,
Pacific Islanders Cultural
Association, and First Na-
tions representatives.

If you want to learn more
about the Pacific Voyagers
you can go to their website
a t
www.pacificvoyagers.org/
Be sure to check out the sec-
tion “Track the Voyage”
where you can see a map
showing where they started
(New Zealand) and where
they have traveled to get to
Monterey. You can also be-

come Friends with the
group on their Pacific Voy-
agers page on Facebook.

I want to end this article
with a quote from their
webpage:
“As we voyage throughout
the Pacific, spreading our
message of respectful stew-
ardship of our ocean, we
carry the spirit of our ances-
tors and gain continued
strength by the many other
brothers and sisters we meet
on shore and who come up
from the waters’ depths to
guide us on our journey.”
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Mr. and Mrs. Ken Gray (Pa-
tricia Clark-Gray) of Marina
are proud to announce the
marriage of their son, Dou-

glas Ryan Gray, to Addilah
Zakaria. Their Malaysian
wedding ceremony was
February 26th in Johor Baru
in Malaysia and was hosted
by Addilah’s mother Mrs.
Hapsah Buang. On May
14th, they had their Ameri-
c a n
w e d -
ding at
t h e
M e m -
o r y
Garden
in Mon-
terey.

D o u -
glas is a

graduate of Monterey High
School and UC Santa Cruz.
He is a Computer Engineer
and works for Amazon in

Mountain View. Addilah is
a graduate of London
School of Economics. She
formerly worked for the
UNHCR in Kuala Lumpur.
The couple resides in
Mountain View.

Gray-
Zakaria


